BIRTH     OF     A     PARTY

Socialist societies. Recurrent attempts to eject the
Socialist bodies were finally and crushingly defeated
at this very Conference, at which, to the complaint of
one delegate, himself an active member of the I.L.P.,
that the Socialists wanted to return to Parliament not
trade unionists but "Socialist millionaires, doctors
and ministers," G. N. Barnes had replied that trade
unionist and Socialist had "slightly different objects"
but " a common cause," to which the Socialists had
undoubtedly so far made the more effective contribution.
Exactly how the "slightly different objects" were to
be distinguished from the " common cause" Mr. Barnes
did not explain. But an explanation would have been
both difficult and superfluous. At the Conferences of
1900, 1901, 1903 and 1904 explicit resolutions had been
moved to commit the membership to a Socialist objective.
They had all been defeated. In 1905 there was another
Socialist resolution. It appeared to rouse little interest
and was passed without discussion. Apart from these
five resolutions Socialism had scarcely figured at the
Conferences at all. What did all this amount to? Perhaps
it may be said that the one conspicuous object of the
Committee was the creation of an effective Parliamentary
Labour Party, and that this was the only object of which
nine-tenths of its affiliated rank and file was as yet
aware; but that most of its prominent and active
members were Socialists, and there was now at least
one successful Socialist resolution on its minute-book.
For the Social Democratic Federation this was naturally
highly inadequate. The Federation had withdrawn in
1901 (Hyndman would habitually refer to the "non-
Socialist Labour Party"), and in 1905 consequently, instead
of seven trade unionists and five Socialists, the executive
contained three Socialists and ten trade unionists.
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